HIERARCHY OF THE DIGAMBARA JAINA TIRTHANKARAS & OMNISCIENTS

The eternal true Digambara Jaina religion upholds a hierarchy of Tirthankaras (The
enlightened saviors) illustrative of the path of soul's liberation, coming down to us since times immemorial.
There are two types of cyclic changes in inevitable flow of time in Bharat-Airavat ksetra of Jambudwip at
Madhyaloka : Evolution epoch (uzsarpini) & Devolution epoch (avasarpini). There have been six eras in
cach one of them and in every fourth penury-cum- plenitude era there are 24 Tirthankaras. In the present
[Hunda] Devolution epoch, at Bharatksetra, there are following 24 Tirthankaras:

01.Righabhadeva 02. Ajitanatha 03.Sambhavanatha 04. Abhinandananatha
05. Sumatinatha 06.Padmaprabha 07.Suparsvanatha 08.Chandraprabha
09.Pushpadantanath 10. Shitalanatha 11. Shreyansanatha 12.Vasupujyanath
13.Vimalanatha 14. Anantanatha 15.Dharmanatha 16.Shantinatha
17.Kunthunatha 18. Aranatha 19.Mallinatha 20.Munisuvratanatha
21.Naminatha 22.Neminatha 23.Parshvanatha 24.Mahaviraswami

All Tirthankaras in Bharat ksetra have five auspicious phases in their life, known as
Kalyanakas: 1.Conception 2. Birth 3.Austerity 4.Omniscience 5.Moksha. Since these are instrumental
in the liberation of each mundane soul, they are known as Kalyanakas'.

In the present 5th era, the dispensation of the last Tirthankar Lord Mahavir prevails.
Lord Mahavir was born in Kundgrama of Bihara-state in India, about 2610 years ago, on
ChaitraShuklaTrayodasi, i.e. 27 March 598 B.C. He joined the Digamber order of Jain ascetics at a young
age of 30 yearsand he achieved omniscience at the bank of Rijukala River at an age of 42 years; thereafter for
30 years in his assembly - the Samavasaran, through his divine speech known as the ‘Om dhvani, he
enunciated the Basic Tenets of Jainism - Substance-Attribute-Mode (dravya-guna-paryaya), Permanency
with a change, i.e. Origination-Cessation-Permanence (utpada-vyaya-dhrauvya); Multiphase-Relativity
(anekanta-syadvada); Six Substances (six dravya), Five Existents (five astikaya), Nine Entities (nine
paddrtba), Seven Reals (seven tattva); freedom of existence (vastu-swatantrya); Soul as a principle of
consciousness, pure and incontrovertible (: tmzkalz/}a—:uddbatma—lzbangut :warupa}, The path of Salvation
i.e. Right Belief - Right Knowledge - Right Conduct (samyagda aritrani swaroop moks
marg); Ten distinguishing features of Soul's Nature (das-lakshapa dharma); The appropriate conduct of
Monk & that of Householder (muni-sravak dharma), Five Complete Vows- Nonviolence, Truth, Non-
stealing, Celebacy, Renunciation of Attachment  (pan cha mahavrata - abinsa-satya-achaurya-
brahmacharya-aparigraba); Sequence-Bound-Mode (krama -baddha-parydya); Real & Instrumental cause
(upadana-nimitta); Fourteen Spiritual Stages (fourteen gupa-sthana), Fourteen means of investigations
(fourteen margana-sthana), Fourteen Taxonomy (fourteen jiva-samasa), Eight Karmas, Source of knowledge
(pramana) - Reasoning (naya) - Positing (nikshepa); Branches of Scriptures (Four Anuyoga); Factual &
Empirical Reasoning (niscay-vyavahara naya); Seven Predicators (sapta-bharigi) etc. By expounding the
true nature of the aforesaid, he showed the path of peace and salvation to the restless beings of the world.

Lord Mahavir achieved salvation from Pavapuri (Bihara) at an age of 72 years. The
festival of Dipavali is celebrated as a commemoration of his salvation, and considered as main festival of
India.

During a time span of 62 years after lord Mahavir, there have been three Adjunct
omniscients (Anubaddha Kevali) - 1. Gautamaswami 2. Sudharmaswami 3. Jambaswami. Thereafter in 100
years, five monks, known as Shrutkevalis, successively became the possessors of knowledge of 12 Primary
Texts (Dwadas Ang) viz. 1. Vishnukumar 2. Nandimitra 3. Aparajita 4. Govardhana 5. Bhadrabaha-I.
After that many more became the possessors of knowledge of solitary Primary Text or part thereof. salvation
of lord Mahavir, there had been an oral flow of the hierarchical spiritual knowledge for about 500 years and
till then the monk hierarchy also continued in its undefiled naked digambara format.

HIERARCHY OF THE DIGAMBARA JAINA ACHARYAS & MONKS

The spiritual knowledge obtained from the hierarchy of Tirthankaras has been preserved
by digamber jain aacharyas in two fundamental texts known as shrutaskandha, literally meaning the revealed
chapters. The compiler of the first fundamental text was Acharyasri Dharasena. At mount Giranara-giri
from the enlightened knowledge inherited from him, Monk Pushpadanta and Monk Bhatabali wrote
shatkhandagamasutra (six divisioned aphorims of inkerited wisdom). The compiler of the second fundamental
text was Acharyasri Gunadhara, who wrote kasayapahuda. In his tradition comes s$rimad
Kundakundacharyadeva famed as the omniscient of the penury-era (Kali-kila-sarvagjna). He wrote a
number of sacred books along with the 84 pahuda texts, among which the following five are prominent
called as 'Pancha Parmagama': Samayasara, Pravachanasara, Panchastikayasarigraha, Niyamasara and
Ashtapahuda.

Acharya Kundakundadeva, offered a coherent and lucid account of the Jain metaphysics
and thereby, provided a reassuring base to the digambara tradition. This is the reason, why his name is
remembered along with Tirthankara Mahavira and his prominent ascetic leader Srimad Gautamaswami.
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Acharya Kundakundadeva, personally heard the omniscient revelation from Existing
Tirthankara Lord Simandharaswami in Videhaksetra. Related to this episode, there are many inscriptions
and articles of later Acharyas.

In the Digambar tradition, in addition to above mentioned Aacharyas, from time to time,
there have been a number of passionless Achﬁry:is, Preachers and Monks, who have made remarkable
contribution in the field of Jain Literature.. The names of some of them alongwith their notable scriptures
are listed bellow:

Achf{rya Yativrsabha (Tiloya-panpatti); Achﬁrya Vattakera (Milacara); Acharya Sivarya
(Bhagavati-aradhana), Acharya Umaswami (Tattvartha-sitra); Acharya Samantabhadra (Ratna-karanda-
sravakacira), Acharya Kartikeyaswami (Kartike eyanupreksa); Acharya Pajyapada Devanandi (Samad}n—
tantra); Muniraja Yogindu(Parmatma-prakasa), Acharya Siddhasena (Sanmati-sitra); Acharya Manaturiga
(Bhaktamara-stotra); Acharya Akalaiikadeva (Tattvartha-rajvartika); Acharya Ravisena (Padma ~purana),
Achirya Jinsena-1 (Harivansa-purina); Acharya Vadibhasinha Sari (0 C},ﬁatm—[zid'a‘mazzi); Acharya
Vidyanandi (Tattvartha-slokavartika); Acharya Virsenaswami (Dbavalatika); Achirya Mahavira (Gapit-
sara-sarigraba); Acharya Jinsena-II (Adzpumna), Acharya Gunabhadra (Uttarapurana); Acharya
Amrtacandra (47 ati/Purusartha-siddhyupaya); Acharyz\ Devsena (Alapa-paddhati); Acharya Mailla
dhavala (Dravya-. :wab})a’ua pmkﬂmkﬂ nayacakra); Acharya Amitagati (Yogasara-prabhrta); Acharya
Nemichanra Siddhanta-Chakravarti (Gomatta-sara); Acharya Manikyanandi (Pariksa-mukha); Acharya
Prabhachandra (Prameya-kamala-martanda); Acharya Subhachandra (Jnanarpava); Muniraja
Vadirajaswami (Ekibhava-stotra); Acharya Padmanandi (Pad pan  ca-vinsatiki); Srimad
Nemichandra Siddhantideva (Dravya-sarigraha); Acharya Vasunandi (Pmtz:tba—mm—mngmba), Acharya
Brahmadeva (Parmatmaprakasa tiki); Acharya Jayasena (Kundakunda-trayi titparya-vrtti tika); Acharya
Laghu Anantavirya (Prameya-ratna-mala); Muniraja Padmaprabhamaladharideva (Niyam:dm Tatparya-
vrtti tika); ete.

HIERARCHY OF THE DIGAMBARA JAINA SCHOLARS & POETS

Along with sovereign passionless ascetic , there flourished a tradition of house-hold
scholars & poets, who made notable contributions in the field of Jain Philosophy and literature. Prominent
names among them are : Great Poet Dhananjaya (visapahira-stotra); Pt. Asadhara (sigira/anagara-
dharmamyta); Pande Rajamala (samaya-sira-kalas-atika); Pt. Banarasidasa (samaysara-nataka); Pande
Hemaraja (pravacansara-vacaniki);, Kavivara Santalala (siddhacakra-vidhana); Bhaiya Bhagavatidasa
(brahma-vilasa); Pt. Dipachanda Saha Kasalivala (anubbava-prakasa); Acharyakalpa Pt. Todaramala
(moksha-marga-prakasaka); Kavivara Bhudharadasa (jaina-sataka); Pt. Tekachanda (sudysti-tararigini);
Kavivara Budhajana (budhajana-vilasa); Pt. Daulatarama (chahadhala); Pt. Jayachanda Chhabada
(samayasara vacaniki); Kavivara Bhagachanda (satta-swaripa); Srimad Rajacandra (apirva-avasara-
kavya) etc.
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